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DECEMBER - JANUARY UPDATE

February 4, 2015
By Ed Oberski, Chief Executive Officer

(989) 754-1144 x204

· Welcome and Introduction:  Welcome to our new elected officials.  Each month, Great Lakes Bay Michigan Works! issues this “Update” to a very limited list of addressees: elected officials, chambers of commerce, economic development agencies, and our board members.  It provides very brief information on: 1) What’s happening at Great Lakes Bay Michigan Works!; 2) Analysis of recent labor market data; and 3) Significant hiring/layoff announcements.

Great Lakes Bay Michigan Works!, covering Saginaw, Midland and Bay Counties, is one of about 550 similar agencies that make up the nation’s workforce investment system.  There are currently 24 Michigan Works! Agencies in Michigan, but we are working together and making progress toward the Governor’s Regional Prosperity Initiative. 

Everything we do at Great Lakes Bay Michigan Works! is focused on meeting the workforce/talent needs of employers in the Great Lakes Bay Region.  That model has worked well for us.  It has resulted in the National Association of Workforce Boards, awarding us its highest honor in 2011…beating out other nominees like the workforce systems for the City of Los Angeles, Kansas City, and Seattle.  At the 2014 Governor’s Economic Summit, we received the Governor’s “Connect Award” for connecting employers with excellent job candidates, both in terms of quality and quantity.

In the last 12-month program year:

· We provided a variety of services to 1,818 employers (over 20% of all employers in our Region), and helped them fill 7,164 openings.

· We assisted our Region’s employers in obtaining $385,000 through the Michigan’s Skilled Training Fund which they used to train 270 of their workers.

Since we started maintaining detailed records in January 2007, over 92,000 job seekers have used our services…that’s 92,000 individuals, not job seeker traffic in our Centers (which is over 900,000).  

That is nearly half of the Region’s entire labor force!

· Comparable Unemployment/Employment Rates:  We have received two monthly labor market reports (November and December) since our last Update.

The Great Lakes Bay Region unemployment rate for November 2014 was 5.0%, 2.7 points better than the 7.7% rate reported a year ago in November 2013.  Our November 2014 rate was 0.7 points better than the state rate of 5.7%, and 0.8 points better than the national rate of 5.8%.  

The number of Great Lakes Bay Region residents reported as employed in November 2014 was 9,200 greater than the number reported twelve months earlier in the November 2013 release.

The Great Lakes Bay Region unemployment rate for December 2014 was 5.1%, 2.7 points better than the 7.8% rate reported a year ago in December 2013.  Our December 2014 rate was 0.5 points better than the state rate of 5.6%, and 0.5 points better than the national rate of 5.6%.  

The number of Great Lakes Bay Region residents reported as employed in December 2014 was 10,200 greater than the number reported twelve months earlier in the December 2013 release.

· Significant Hiring/Layoff News:  

· Large Hiring Announcements:  G’s Pizzeria, Saginaw Township, approximately 50 jobs

· Large Layoff Announcements:  Apothecary Products, St. Charles, 68 workers impacted; After the holiday shopping season, multiple retailers (including DEB Shops, Wet Seal, Best Buy, Body Central, Radio Shack, and Ardern & Whitney Flowers) announced closures impacting dozens of workers.  

